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. Tbi Tragedy " — 

Or bitterly to fpeake in your reproofe,. 

Belt fits mv degree, or your condition: 

Your loue deferucs my thankesYbiu my defer! 
Vnmeritable fhunes your high request, 

Firft,if all obftacles were cut away, 

And that my path were eucn to the Crowne , 

As my right reuenevv and due by birth. 

Yet fo much i s my pouerty of {pint, . 

So mighty and fo many my defers. 

As I had rather hide me from my greatneffey . ' 

Being a barkc to brooke no mighty fea, n 
Then in my greatnellc couet to be hid. 

And in the vapour of my glory {mothered • : i. 

But God be thanked thers no neeH^me, ogL 
And muchl need tohelpe you if need were, ^ 

The royall tree hath left vs royall fruit, 

W hich mellowed by theftealing houres oftitne. 

Will well become the feate of Alaiefly 5- . ■ 

And make, no doubt, vshappy by his raigne,..- ,, v 
On him 1 lay what you would^n me : . ca-tg. 
The right and fortune of hishappy ftarres, . 

W Kich God defend that I fhould wring from him# 
BuC' My Lord, this argues confidence in your Grace ; 
But the refpefls thereof areuiceand triuiall, . 

All circufnftanc&i well confidercd. 

Y ou lay that Edward is your brothers fonne. .’V 1 .1 

Softy we CQO^but not by Edwards wife t s 
Tor firft he.was contracted to Lady Lucy, 

Y our mother Hues a witneffe to that vo w, . 

And afterwards by fubfritute betrothed". 

To B on a fi fter 1 o the King of Franco, 

Thefe both put by a.poore petitioner, 

A care-crazd mother ofmany children, 

A beaury-waining and diftreffed widdow, , 

Euen in the afternoon? of her belt dayes. 

Made price and purcha.ce of his luitfull .eye, 

Seduca the pitch and height of all his thoughts* 
Tobafe declendon,loath^d bigamy, 

By her in this vnlawfull bid begot. 


This 


WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE Richard III (STC 22321) LONDON, 


P^' . cf Rickard the Third. 

This Edward, whom our.mannersTcrme thePiince ; 

Mote bitterly could 1 expoffulate, 

saue that for reuerence tofome aliue 
' 1 aiue a fparing limit to my tongue : 

Then good my Lord,taketoyour royall felfe, 

This proffered benefit of dignity? 

If not to bleffe vs and the Land withalL • 

Vet to draw out your royall ftocke, 

Fr om the corruption of a_buly time, 

Vnto a lineall true deriued courfe- 
‘ May •'Doe good my Lord, your Citizens intreat yoy« 
Cat -0 make them royfull, grant their lawfuil fuit, , 

£$ Clo- Alas,why firould you heape thofe cares on me» 

1 am vnfit for ftateand dignity: / 

I doe befeech you take it not amiffe, 

I cannot norT will not yeild to you* 

Buc. If yon refufe it as in loue and zeale, 
loth to depofe che child your brothers fonne. 

As well we know your tenderneffe of heart. 

And gentle kind effeminate remorfe. 

Which we haue noted in you to your kin, 

Andi equally indeed to all effaces, , 

| Yet whether you except our fuit or tio, a-carf/- 
Your brothers Ton fhallneuer raigne our King, 

But we will ■ plant fome other in the Throne, 

To the difgrace arid downcfall of your houfc • 

And in this refdlution here Heaue you, u> t- 

Comc Citizens, zounds, ile intreat no more. 
gio. O doe not fweare my Lord o^Tuckiniham- 
Cat- Call them againe my Lord, and accept their fate 
Ano. Do good my Lord, leaf! all the Land do rew it* 
Clo. Would you enforce me to a world of care ? 
Wellcall them againe,I am not made of bones, . 
But penetrable to your kind intents, yr^fye-ccrS 

Albeit againft my conlcience,andmy foule; 

Coufin oiFuckingham you fage graue men. 

Since you will buckle fortune on my backc, 

1 0 beare tbfeburthen whether I will or no, 

I muff haue patience to endure the loade. 
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